
 

Geography Curriculum Key Vocabulary 

 

EYFS All about me 

Autumn 

School 

Outside 

Inside   

Map 

  

Celebrations 

Country 

Diwali 

Bonfire night 

Birthdays 

Weddings 

Hannukah 

Christmas  

Buildings and 

Transport 

Ground 

Sky 

Above 

Underground 

Changes 

travel 

Animals and 

Minibeasts 

Compare 

Live 

Environment 

Hot 

Cold 

  

Let’s Grow  Fun in the sun!  

Natural 

World 

Earth 

Change 

Sunshine 

Hot 

Cold  

Year 1 Where do I live? 

Address  

Distance  

Far  

Features  

Journey  

Map 

Near  

Observe  

Routes 

Travel  

 

 

An island study – British Isles 

Beach  

Compass  

Country  

Environment  

Human features  

Island  

 Ocean  

Physical features  

Seaside  

Tourist  

Transport  

Weather 

The Savanna 

Atlas  

Continents  

Country  

Equator  

Hunters  

Location  

Prey 

Savanna 

Season 

Serengeti  

Year 2 Picturing Places 

Capital City  

City  

Compass points 

Human features  

NSEW 

Physical features  

Rural  

Settlement  

Town  

Urban  

Antarctica 

Adaptation 

Antarctica 

Arctic  

Atlas 

Climate 

Continents 

Glacier  

Habitat  

Ice-field 

Location  

A Zambian Village 

Africa 

Climate 

Comparisons 

Crop 

Desert 

Farm 

Flood 

Lusaka 

River Zambezi 

Southern Africa 



Village  

 

 

 

Mountain 

Oceans  

Weather 

Victoria Falls 

Village 

Zambia 

Year 3 Travel Agent 

Aerial photograph  

British Isles  

County  

Grid reference  

Grid Square  

Prime Meridian 

Region  

Scale  

Tropics of Capricorn  

 

 

Greece 

Culture 

Currency   

Development  

European union  

Export 

Trade 

Tourism 

Society  

 

Rivers 

Basin  

Down stream  

Erosion  

Estuary  

Floodplain  

Grid references  

Habitats 

Inhabitants  

Landscape  

Precipitation 

River Niger 

River Nile 

River Thames 

Source  

Time zones 

Year 4 Italy 

Agriculture 

Culture   

Currency 

Environment 

Environmentalist 

Export 

Finance 

International Date Line 

Map reference  

Prime Meridian 

Trade 

Tourism 

 

 

 

When Disaster Strikes 

Active volcano  

Altitude 

Core  

Crust  

Dormant volcano  

Epicentre 

Extinct volcano  

Fault line 

Lava 

Magma 

Mantle 

Mercalli Scale 

Plate boundary 

Richter scale 

Tectonic plates 

Invaders and Settlers 

Border  

Culture 

Denmark 

Dome mountains  

Farming 

Fold mountains 

Greenland 

Grid reference  

Latitude 

Longitude 

Map index 

Scandinavia 

The Netherlands 

Tribe 



 

Year 5 Oceans 

Atlases 

Climate  

Continents  

Habitats  

Horizon 

Impact  

Marine  

Oceans  

Precipitation  

Reuse  

Seas  

Sources 

Global Warming 

Bio-diversity 

Biome  

Climate change  

Climate zone  

Coast lines  

Geological timescales  

Global warming  

Green -house gasses  

Ozone layer  

Power Station 

Renewable energy 

Tectonic plates  

Vegetation belts  

wind farm 

wind power 

Wind turbine 

Connecting the World 

Energy  

Industries 

Land use  

Latitude  

Longitude  

OS map symbols 

Thematic maps  

16-point compass terms (e.g. North-

North-West, West-North-West, etc.) 

Year 6 Europe and France 

Culture  

Developer 

Europe  

Mediterranean  

Trade  

Economy  

Latitude  

Longitude  

Northern hemisphere 

Southern Hemisphere 

Australia  

Australia  

Coastline  

Economy  

Evidence  

Interconnected 

Interdependent  

Location  

Maps  

Symbols  

Weather contrast 

America 

Amazon River 

The Andes 

Angel Falls 

Argentina 

Bolivia 

Deforestation 

Eco-system  

Environmentalist 

Forest floor 

Indigenous 

Tribal 

 

 


